
The radio broadcast in
1938 by orson welles
and his mercury theater
on the air dramatizing a
martian invasion at
grover’s mill, new jersey
has been a part of history
for 65 years. the belief
was that it was nothing
more than a combination
of radio drama and a
population on the edge.

but… was it?



we’ve stopped
the martians

here on earth.

good question,
general jones.

that’s why
we asked here
today the only
man who has

actually been
to mars.

this is 
master 

sergeant
half-mast.
he is going
to brief us

on the
planet
mars…

“…and how we
need to prepare

our soldiers
and equipment
for the hard-
ships ahead.”

…are we prepared
to fight in a martian

environment?

now, we
must take
the war

to mars…
or they’ll
be back!

have you  really
been to mars,

sergeant?

I spent two weeks
last summer on

mars. I came back
with quite a tan.

unbelievable.

but, anyway,… most
of mars is desert.

lots of moving
sands and rocky
flats. but, I was
surprised to find
water on mars.

“it pools up in mud
areas and swamps.
but our soldiers
will mostly be

fighting in deserts.”

“contrary to popular
belief, mars is not

always cold. they’ve
been fooling our

climatologists for
years with a tem-
perature masking

device. mars is very
hot in the summer.
our soldiers will
feel extreme heat
and be blasted by

dust and sand.”

“although it’s warm in
the winter, nights,
winter and summer,
can be very cold.
we need to prepare
for extreme temp

changes.”

not
really,

sir.

I’d for-
gotten
my sun
screen.

yes, sir. I was part
of a top-secret

space exploration
project.

Recently discovered
documents in a broom
closet in the pentagon
have revealed the truth.
the invasion was real.
here is the true story…

we all agree
on that, general

smith… but…
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how will
all that

affect our
equipment?

windblown sand
will grind on

painted surfaces
and glass.

vehicles will use
much more oil and
water to lubricate
engines and keep

them cool.

can our
aircraft

operate in
this envi-
ronment?

yes, sir. 
but only if
preventive

maintenance
is maintained.

“the martians have
chemical weapons.

pm on our
protective outer

garments and masks
is essential.”

“we may have
to paint our
vehicles with

chemical
resistant paint
more often.”

“sand can penetrate
even microscopic

gaps between moving
parts of engines and

do great damage.
clean engines are
a vital part of
maintenance.”

“we’ll need extra parts on
hand. extra coolants and

large quantities of chemical
resistant coatings.”

“our low-flying
aircraft will operate

in flying dust and
blowing sand.”

“aircraft filters
must be checked,
rechecked and

cleaned constantly.”

“all valves, like
fuel valves must

be inspected
regularly.”

“optics need to be
kept covered when

not in use, and
cleaned after
every mission.”

“leading edges of
wings and blades
must be protected

and inspected often.”

“Fuel and lube must
be kept clean when

filling, applying
and storing.”

“…sand blown into
even the smallest
areas of an air-

craft, if not
removed, can bring
that aircraft down!

“the roads on
mars are

rough… and
they’re hot. Tires
and track pads

will wear quickly,
but our vehicles

must keep
running.”

607. 30-31 (C)  4/24/03  5:55 PM  Page 1



PS 607 JUNE 0332

how
will our

weapon’s
systems be
affected?

“‘computer-
ization’ is a
secret part

of the
space

exploration
program.”

“weapon systems on mars will
be controlled by computers.
they must be kept very cool.”

“soldiers need time to maintain
their personal weapons. sand,
dust, and heat can render a

weapon useless.”

“yes, sir. our
modern army of
1938 runs on
electronics.”

“except for
a tent and a
backpack, a

soldier needs
electronics to

survive.”

“that means air conditioning
must be kept operational.”

“filters must be kept
clean and coolants at

a proper level.”

heat
will

be our
systems’
major

enemy on
mars.

weapons
get hot when
they’re fired.

…and when the
temperature’s

hot, the weapons
get hotter.

and don’t forget
these air-condition-
ing systems must be
ready for chemical
and biological—bug—

attacks.

all
martians
look like
bugs to

me!

yes, sir. but
those bugs

may have
“bugs”…

…and
we’ve got

to be ready
for ‘em.

from what you
told us, all
electronic
equipment
is in for a

tough time.
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both the martians
and the environment
are our enemy. but,
preventive mainte-
nance will enable
us to defeat both

enemies.

let’s
show

those mar-
tians what
uncle sam

and his
soldiers
can do.

I’m
ready

on your
command,

sir.

thank you master
sergeant half-
mast. I think we
have a better

picture of what
it’ll take to win a

war on mars.

“we now have
computers but
let me add a
few other new

things.”

editor’s comment:
we took those martians
to school and taught

them a hard lesson. we
learned a few things
that helped us when
we bailed out europe
during world war II.

the martians are no
longer a threat, but
there always seem to
be “martians in earth-

ling clothing” who want
to rule the world.

Some of them we might
find in environments

similar to mars.
if we do, we need to
be ready with our
greatest weapon:

preventive
maintenance.

“all these are
subject to sand,
heat and moisture
damage. preventive
maintenance will

keep them in
working order.”• Digital radios

• radar
systems

• aiming and
firing devices

• night vision
devices


